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This month our newsletter outlines school council election 
procedures.  Regulation 612 is very clear on the process to be 
followed to elect school council members.

The process usually begins in May of each school year which is 
why we are writing on this topic this month.

We will also highlight Parent Engagement at the secondary level.  
We’ll look at how the conversation around education has to change 
to engage with your child.  Many parents feel that it is unnecessary 
to participate in school councils once their children enter secondary 
school, they couldn’t be more wrong; find out why.

On April 30th, 2016, Parents Engaged in Education hosted an event 
for families in grades 7 – 12 called “Secondary School Survival Kit”.  
It was very successful with four great speakers and exhibitors which 
were of great interest to those who attended.  Parents came from 
Toronto, York and Durham to attend and offered very positive 
feedback on their experience.

One last thing, PRO grant deadlines is May 29th, don’t miss out – 
submit your application today!

ParentsEngagedInEducation.ca
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PARENT ENGAGEMENT 
IN THE LATER YEARS
By:  Theresa Pastore, Executive Director – Parents Engaged in Education

On Saturday April 30th, Parents 
Engaged in Education hosted an event 
for parents and students in grades 7  
- 12. The theme of this event was to 
promote the message that it is more 
important than ever for parents to 
be engaged in their child’s education 
while their children are transitioning 
and during their secondary school 
experience.

The research shows that parent 
engagement in a child’s education 
results in:

• Higher student achievement
• Increased attendance at school
• Increased confidence
• Better communication skills
• Student is more likely to pursue 

post secondary education
A parent’s engagement in their child’s 
school sets an example for them that 
they value education and they support 
the importance of being present at 
school and striving for excellence.

The conversation around school 
changes dramatically through the 
grades from the primary level to the 
secondary level.

Remember, in JK - Grade 1 when we, 
as parents were  so excited about our 
child going to school, dressing them 
up, getting a new backpack, packing 
those great lunches and waiting for 

them to come home. As soon as we 
can, we ask them “How was school 
today? What did you learn?” Often 
we were disappointed to hear that 
they learned “nothing” and school 
was “good”, no details and little of the 
excitement that we felt as parents.

This is the stage when I knew I had to 
get involved in the school council to 
find out what other parents learned 
when their kids came home. Were they 
really learning anything? What was 
the expectation at the various levels in 
schools and what challenges did the 
school face in educating our children.

In Grade 2 - 4, I remember asking my 
daughter the same questions.  Now I 
got an abundant response – “We saw a 
video today, we learned six new words, 
I passed a math test, Johnny was sent 
to the office for being “bad”, I have a 
new best friend, I don’t like math, I 
love my teacher...”  This was great, I felt 
like a very involved parent.

I enjoyed my school council work 
even more because I felt that school 
was now a very positive thing for my 
child and I had learned more about 
the school which allowed me to be a 
more valuable contributor to council 
discussions.

In Grade 5 - 6, it seems we went back to 
the limited discussion about school.  In 
my child’s mind “nothing” happened 
most days, but, whenever there was a 
field trip or a special event they would 
let me know or ask me to sign a form. 
Knowing something was going on at 
school gave me the chance to invite my 
child to tell me about it or come to the 
school for an upcoming event.

At this stage I was the council 
chair, committed to supporting our 
school administrators in making the 
educational experience better for all 
the students in the school. I understood 
now that it really does take a village  
to raise a child and I wanted to be 
part of the village for every child in  
the school.

I understood  
now that it really 
does take a village  

to raise a child  
and I wanted to be 
part of the village 
for every child in 

the school.
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SECONDARY 
SCHOOL COUNCILS

In Grade 7 - 12, we have to change the conversation 
about school from “What did you learn today” or 
“How was school today” to a more creative and 
interactive exchange about school.  

Perhaps some of the questions you can use to 
engage your child might include:

1. Where is your favourite place in school to hang 
out? Why?

2. Who is your favourite teacher and why do 
they inspire you to learn?

3. What is your favourite subject, whether or not 
you are good at it?  Do you think you can use 
this subject can help you achieve your goals?

4. What would your school be better with? What 
would your school be better without?

5. Tell me one thing that you learned today.

6. If you had only one class everyday, what would 
it be?

7. If you could be invisible for the whole day at 
school, what would you do?

8. Who is your favourite teacher, why? Who is 
your least favourite teacher, why?

9. Which teacher would you like to know what 
they are thinking? Why?

10. What do you think you should do more of at 
school? Why? What do you think you should 
do less of at school? Why?

11. What is you favourite subject? Why?  What is 
your least favourite subject? Why?

12. What are your short and long term goals and 
how will school help you to achieve them?

13. What do you think the most important thing 
about school is?

14. The most important thing is to stay engaged!  
There is never a time that the conversation 
around education is not important as we work 
together to encourage our children to be life 
long learners.

The role of the school council can change dramatically in the 
secondary panel, gone are the dance-a-thons, movie nights 
and selling chocolate bars. These are important activities in 
elementary school, but, even then we should be working 
on being effective partners with school administrators on 
improving the educational experience of all students in  
the school.

In the secondary panel, there is likely a student council that 
takes over most of the activities in a school. The advisory role 
of the school council is very important in secondary school 
as the issues of students are often larger than in elementary.

Secondary school councils might consider the following 
matters at their meetings:

Identify areas in the school that need improvement. Work 
with the Principal to see if the parent community can  
play a role in improving these areas. Possibly advocating 
to the school board to bring attention to areas which  
need improving.

What are the biggest challenges the school faces; i.e. 
overpopulation, under utilization, academic results, 
graduation rates, etc. What role can the council play in 
helping the administration address these issues.

Understanding the school budget. Will all school needs 
be met financially this school year? What are longer term 
financial needs?

Student safety – what is the bullying or mental health needs 
at the school? Could the council host an event with a speaker 
that could help  parents in understanding and supporting 
their children and all the children in the school.

Communicate with the school community and keep them 
up to date on the activities of the council.

Research and provide resources to share with parents on how 
to stay engaged with their child in secondary school.

And much more.
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Secondary School
Survival Kit
FOR PARENTS & STUDENTS GRADES 7 -12

PARENTS 
ENGAGED IN 
EDUCATION 
TABLE
We were busy 
and we loved it!!

YES 
CANADA

Student 
Exchange 

Program

THANKS TO THE 
COLLEGE OF TEACHERS  

for coming out to support parents!

April 30th2016 Event
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FOR PARENTS & STUDENTS GRADES 7 -12

THANK YOU
to all the parents who came 

out to be involved in their 
children’s education

EQAO TEAM
gave parents lots 
of resources

NOAH MORRIS,
Director of Student 
Financing from the 
Ministry shared the new 
post secondary funding 
opportunities recently
announced.

TVO
provided great 

information on their 
Homework Help 

resources
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SCHOOL COUNCIL
ELECTION 
PROCESS

The following is an excerpt from Regulation 612 as it 
relates to School Council Elections:

ELECTION OF PARENT MEMBERS
4. (1)   A person is qualified to be a parent member of a  

  school council if he or she is a parent of a pupil who  
  is enrolled in the school.  O. Reg. 612/00, s. 4 (1).

(2) Despite subsection (1), a person is not qualified to 
be a parent member of a school council if,

(a) he or she is employed at the school; or

(b) he or she is not employed at the school but 
is employed elsewhere by the board that 
established the council, unless he or she takes 
reasonable steps to inform people qualified to 
vote in the election of parent members of that 
employment.  O. Reg. 612/00, s. 4 (2).

(3)  A person is qualified to vote in an election of  
parent members of a school council if   he or she 
is a parent of a pupil who is enrolled in the school.  
O. Reg. 612/00, s. 4 (3).

(4) An election of parent members of a school council 
shall be held during the first 30 days of each school 
year, on a date that is fixed by the chair or co-chairs 
of the school council after consulting with the 
principal of the school.  O. Reg. 612/00, s. 4 (4).

(5) Despite subsection (4), if a new school is 
established, the first election of parent members  
to the school council shall be held during the first 
30 days of the school year, on a date that is fixed 
by the board that established the school council.  
O. Reg. 612/00, s. 4 (5).

(6) The principal of a school shall, at least 14 
days before the date of the election of parent  
members, on behalf of the school council, give 
written notice of the date, time and location of 

Secondary School 
Survival Kit
Continued...

MARIA 
GARCIA
provided 
valuable 
information on 
mental health 
issues teens
face and how 
parents can help

JOHN 
PARK,

Presenter 
engaged the

crowd with his 
strategies on

perserverance.

THANKS
to all our other exhibitors
for making the resource 
fair so valuable to those 
who attended.
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IMPORTANT NOTES REGARDING 
SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS

Regulation 612 sets out the specific process to be 
followed when conducting school council elections 
each year. The following are some notes on how to 
make council elections a process that encourages more 
engagement from parents in the school community.

1. The election committee must have one person who 
does not intend (nor does their spouse intend) to run 
for election to the council.  This is important so there 
is the perception that the election ballot counting and 
process has been overseen by an individual who has 
no “interest” in the outcome of the election.

2. The outgoing school council should present the 
annual report of the activities and accomplishments 
at the end of the year. When parents can see the great 
work of the school council they may be more inclined 
to run for election in the new school year.

3. Make sure that the school has a welcoming message 
and spirit to encourage parents to get involved in 
the school council. A message that highlights the 
role of parents in the school as “partners” with the 
administration will bring more parents to council 
elections.

4. The election committee should be sure that parent 
nominations form accompany the communication 
from the principal/chair about the upcoming elections 
to encourage people to nominate themselves prior to 
the actual election taking place.

5. There should always be the opportunity for parents 
to nominate themselves or someone else (who has 
agreed) to run for election from the floor of the annual 
general meeting.

6. It is important that a current school council member/
executive, along with the Principal talk about the 
positive effect the council has had on improving the 
educational experience for all students in the school.

8. Building an effective school council will build 
a partnership that will benefit the whole school 
community.

the election to every parent of a pupil 
who, on the date the notice is given, 
is enrolled in the school.  O.  Reg. 
612/00, s. 4 (6).

(7)    The notice required by subsection (6) 
may be given by, 

(a) giving the notice to the parent’s 
child for delivery to his or her 
parent;

and
(b) posting the notice in the school in a 

location that is accessible to parents.  
O. Reg. 612/00, s. 4 (7).

(8)  The election of parent members shall 
be by secret ballot.  O.  Reg. 612/00, 
s. 4 (8).

OTHER ELECTIONS
5. (1)    The elections of members of school 

councils referred to in paragraph 3, 
paragraph 4 and subparagraph 5 ii of 
subsection 3 (1) shall be held during the 
first 30 days of each school year.  O. Reg. 
612/00, s. 5 (1).

(2) A person is qualified to vote in an 
election of a member of a school 
council referred to in paragraph 3 
of subsection 3 (1) if he or she is a 
teacher, other than the principal or 
vice-principal, who is employed at the 
school.  O. Reg. 612/00, s. 5 (2).

(3) A person is qualified to vote in an 
election of a member of a school 
council referred to in paragraph 4 of 
subsection 3 (1) if he or she is a person, 
other than the principal, vice-principal 
or any other teacher, who is employed 
at the school.  O. Reg. 612/00, s. 5 (3).

(4) A person is qualified to vote in an 
election of a member of a school 
council referred to in subparagraph  
5 ii of subsection 3 (1) if he or she  
is a pupil enrolled in the school.  
O. Reg. 612/00, s. 5 (4).
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ORGANIZATIONS THAT SUPPORT PARENT ENGAGEMENT  
AND SCHOOL COUNCILS IN ONTARIO

 

 

 

 

 
 
www.FreshFromFarm.ca    Email: contact  @freshfromfarm.ca 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

May 26 - 27, 2016 | Chelsea Hotel, Toronto

REGISTER NOW!

INSCRIVEZ-VOUS!

26 et 27 mai 2016 | Hôtel Chelsea, Toronto 

Conference 2016 Congrès de 2016
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www.parentsengagedineducation.ca

parentengagementgroup@gmail.com 

647-408-2091

ORGANIZATIONS THAT SUPPORT PARENT ENGAGEMENT  
AND SCHOOL COUNCILS IN ONTARIO

School Councils: Get reliable and useful 
information about student achievement in your 
school as well as resources for parents 
at www.eqao.com 

Conseils d'école : Pour obtenir des informations 
fiables et utiles sur le rendement des élèves 
dans votre école ainsi que des ressources pour 
les parents, visitez www.oqre.on.ca 
 

EQAO

OQRE

EQAOontario

OQREontario 

 

 

Follow us on twitter @parentengagcons

 

Parents Engaged in Education is a not-for-profit 
organization formed by experienced school council 

members to provide resources and skill building 

opportunities for parent leaders across the province.


